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Top Secret

25X1

USSR: Ustinov's Interview

Defense Minister Ustinov's interview with TASS yesterday was
intended both as the authoritative Soviet response to President
Reagan's arms control speech last month and as an effort to spur
world criticism of US defense and arms control policies.

Ustinov threatened that if the US proceeds with the
deployment of MX, the USSR will deploy a similar ICBM.
He condemned the "dense pack" concept as a violation of
the SALT agreements and rejected US counterarguments as
"deliberate lies." He further affirmed that a US decision
to defend MX with an antiballistic missile system would
be a "direct breach" of the ABM Treaty if the US chose to
relocate its designated ABM site from Grand Forks to ol
another ICBM complex. 25X1°

Comment: Ustinov's threat of a Soviet counter-
deployment may refer to Soviet ICBM deployment programs
that have been under way for several years. Two new
Soviet ICBMs are known to be in an advanced stage of
development, although probably neither was conceived in
response to MX. One of them may carry as many as 10
warheads--the same number as MX. 25X1

Ustinov may be seizing on the MX decision to put the
onus for the arms race on Washington by portraying Moscow's
missile program as a justified and necessary response.

His assault on alleged US ABM plans are similarly designed
to question US arms control motives. Although the US
noted in a Common Understanding to the ABM Treaty that A
its ABM system would be located at Grand Forks, the treaty
itself allows each side to defend either its capital or

an unspecified ICBM complex.‘ 25X1

The choice of Ustinov to respond directly to President
Reagan's speech in such a lengthy and specific rejoinder
suggests that the Defense Minister may be emerging as the
new regime's principal spokesman on defense issues--a
role formerly assumed by Brezhnev. In a separate address
to a Soviet military audience yesterday, Ustinov similarly
warned that Moscow would respond to US weapons programs. -
At the same time, he noted that existing Soviet military
power is "sufficient" to meet the current challenge from
the US--perhaps suggesting a leadership effort to preempt
pressure to increase defense spending in response to US
programs. ' '
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THE HIGHT OF COMBAT-READY GROWPS OF FORCES AMD FLEETS 15 BETHE
BUILT UP. THE EFFICIENCY OF CONYENTIONAL WERPONS 1S BEING
GREATLY INCREASED. THE NETHORK OF WILITRRY BASES AND OTHER
WILITARY FACILITIES (DBYEKTY) RINED RGAINST THE USSR ARD THE
ENTIRE SOCIALIST CONHUNITY 1S BEING PERFECTED,

U.S. WILITARY BOCTRINES, EMSUING FRON WASHINGTON'S PROCLAIMED =~
STRATEGY OF *DIRECTION CONFRONTATION® ARE RLSD RINED AT
RCHIEYING BILITARY SUPREHACY GYER THE SOVIET UNIGH RND THE
ESTARLISHRERT OF U.S. BORLD GYERLORDSHIP, DHITRIV USTINODY
CONTIMUED, THE DOCTRINES INCLUDE A EBROAD RANGE OF RGBRESSIVE
COMDERTS -- FROM R HARSSIVE FIRST NUCLERR STRIKE TO THE WAGING OF
" THITED® RHE YPROTRACTED® NUCLEAR HARS. BUT FROM THE BIRECTIVES
MADE PUBLIC 1% THE UNITED STRTES: THEY RHGUNT 7O *THE BESTRUCTION
OF GOCIALISH RS A SOCIGROLITICAL GYSTEN.®

THE LARGE-SCRLE EXERCISES OF .S, AHD NATO LAND AND
NEVAL FORCES RBE IN EFFECT REHEARSALS FOR STARTING AND BAGING
WICLERR MAF AGRINST THE USSR RMD THE WARSRY TRERTY.

(TEXTS AND FI&RLLV THE KEW "CRUSADE® AGRINGT CONMLUKISH
PROCLAIKED BY THE U,5. PRESIDENT HARS THE AIE OF ROHIEVING
WORLD DOHINATION BY TFE BNITED STRTES. 178 PURPOSE 1% TG
POLITICALLY ISGLRTE AND ECONGHICRLLY MEREEH THE LSSE RED
ITS FRIENDS. TG THESE ENDS AN RCONBRIC, POLITICAL GED IDEGLOGICAL
RRVANCE HARS BEEN UNDERTRKEN RGRINGT 0UR COUNTEY AND GTHER
COUNTRIES OF THE SOCIRLIST COMHMUNITY.

OF COURSEs 0N THE KISTORICAL PLREE RTTERPTS BY NEMLY RRRIVED
ASPIRANTS 7O WORLD DOMINRTION RRE BESOLUTELY NITHGUT HOPE,

THE HARSHAL SAID, ONE HAS: EVIGENTLY, T SUFFER FROM COBPLETE
RHNESIA TO FORGET HOK THESE RTTEHFTS HAYE SUDH STONG SUPFORTERS
AS THE SOVIET UNION RND DTHER SGCIRLIST STATES.

RLL THART IS §G6, BUY IT WOULD BE R BIG MISTAKE TO IGNORE THE
FRCT THRT THE INMPERIAL I T COUNTEIES TOGRY HAVE HUGE ECONORIC AKD
MILITARY FPGHERFULs WELL- TRﬂlqEB RERED FUQEEQ EGUIPPED
WITH HODERN WEAPONS. THE THREAT OF WAR, THE THREERT OF RGGRESSION
FROM THEIR SIDE 15 A HARSH REALITY OF OUR TIWME. THIS REGUIRES
FROW US DOUBLED, TRIPLE VIGILANCE, TIRELESS DAILY WORK ON
STRENGTHENING THE COUNTRY’S DEFENSES, INCHEASED COMBAT HIGHT
AND COMBRT READINESS BY OUR RRMED FORCES. ;
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